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■ With Student Names

The Making the Grade Seating Chart displays in five basic modes: with names only (the generic brand),
with data entry tabs (for Daily Record entry), with current student grades, with current rank in class, and
with students’ pictures.

The names only
chart at right is perfect
for use early in a school
term when no assign-
ments, attendance, or be-
havioral data have been
recorded.  Keep in mind
that the “drag and drop”
feature used to set up the
chart is still active, so you
may move your charges
around at will.

A HINT:   Drag
your “no shows” out of
the main body of your
charts to a back row or
column until they arrive.

Displaying The Seating Chart
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■ With Daily Record Tabs

This “flavor” of MtG seating chart may eventually prove to be your favorite, especially if you have a computer
in your classroom. Click on the Daily
Record to bring it forward; then click
on the rightmost inverted triangle in
the upper left corner of a student’s
seat. The full list of your Daily Record
categories will descend, complete with
codes and descriptions. Slide down to
the appropriate item, and release.  The
two-letter category code will then ap-
pear inside that tab, and the entry will
be recorded automatically in the Daily
Record as well.  (See Helen Glenn’s
seat at right.)

A HINT:   Expand and center the
seating chart on your monitor when
using this option.  It makes entry for
bottom row students much easier.

■ With Grades or Rank in Class

And now for the real power behind the MtG
seating chart!  Once you’ve recorded a number of
assignments for your students, you may use these
two options to examine more closely the aca-
demic dynamics of your classroom.

That is, you may display charts with stu-
dents’ grades or their rank in class to find out
specifically where pockets of intellectual excel-
lence and resistance exist in your room.  We place
this information in all four corners of each seat so
you can easily compare the performance of stu-
dents seated next to or near to each other.

You’ll note in the two charts at right, for
instance, that Helen Glenn may be feeling a bit
isolated from the other academic leaders in her
class as she sits in a sea of relative mediocrity.  Of
course, it’s just possible that is where she prefers
to reside—or perhaps it’s your hope to infect
those seated around her with her strong sense of
dedication and enthusiasm.  Either way, the more
information and analytical insight available, the
better—for you, for your students, and for the
class as a whole.

Keep in mind that you can still drag and drop
students to new locations within the chart in either
or both of these display modes.  Just be sure not
to broadcast either screen publicly.  (A seating
chart with student numbers is a grand non sequi-
tur, to say the least.)


