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Welcome!   
 
We are pleased to see that you are considering LightspeedÕs Classroom Audio Technology 
(CAT) for your school.  With current tight school budgets we often hear, ÒThis is something 
our school needs, but we donÕt have the money to pay for it.Ó  The truth is, there are funding 
sources available for Classroom Audio Technology.  Because of the dramatic impact CAT 
has on childrenÕs ability to hear and retain information, support from the community, service 
clubs and grant dollars are all readily accessible.  CAT is supported by research proving its 
effectiveness in assisting a childÕs learning process across a wide range of applications.  At 
the end of this document, under ÒResearch and Studies IndexÓ, we have included a list of the 
research supporting the findings referenced. 
 
Classroom Audio Technology helps schools achieve the No Child Left Behind Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) levels.  It is one of the few options available for educators that has 
been proven  to increase learning for all students.  For a cost of less than $1,000 per 
classroom that includes a 5-year warranty, CAT proves to be a sound investment with 
documented returns in student performance and savings on the bottom line of a school 
budget. 
 
As outlined in the following information, your local Lightspeed Classroom Audio Consultant is 
available to assist you with the process of locating funding sources in your area that might be 
available for your school district or region. 
$
I wish you the best and am certain that this document will be helpful in working with 
Lightspeed Technologies and with any other special funding projects you may have ahead of 
you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Larry Stark 
Vice President of Sales 
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ABOUT LIGHTSPEED  
 
 
Established in 1990, Lightspeed Technologies, Inc. started as a manufacturer of professional 
wireless FM systems.  Lightspeed made its entry into the education market in 1994 - 
introducing a line of high-quality classroom amplification systems and making a strong 
commitment to improve the learning potential of all students.  Lightspeed has been 
committed to providing the best possible classroom amplification products ever since. 
 
Designed specifically for classrooms of today and tomorrow, our amplification systems 
dramatically increase student achievement without changing curriculum.  Lightspeed systems 
utilize leading-edge infrared technology, are highly reliable, easy to use and provide 
exceptional quality and functionality at competitive prices. 
 
Lightspeed is passionate about significantly improving the listening and learning environment 
for every child.  We continually strive to provide teachers with listening enhancement tools 
that help them be at their best, resulting in increased student achievement. 
 
We believe in building lifetime relationships with our customers through knowledgeable and 
helpful local representation, the best products backed by the best warranty in the industry, 
and responsive service and support.  When you call Lightspeed, you will always talk with a 
helpful person.  Every employee is committed to making you a customer for life and 
improving the learning environment for all children. 
 
$
$
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INTRODUCTION 
$
In the business world, on-going competition for precious budget dollars means that any 
proposed expenditures will be expected to demonstrate a measurable return on investment.  
As profitability pressures mount, spending measures are evaluated for potential increases to 
revenue, cost reductions and the overall impact on business operations. 
 
In school districts, however, the budget allocation process may not be quite as clear.  To 
ensure maximum benefit to children, school budgets should be allocated toward programs 
and services that can demonstrate measurable improvements in student and/or school 
performance.   
 
Where budget dollars are not accessible, grant money may be available to supplement 
spending on incremental programs and services that enhance the studentsÕ learning 
opportunities.  Unfortunately, the main reason many schools donÕt receive grant money is 
because they never apply for it. 
 
We hope this document is useful in helping you find additional sources of funding and to write 
effective grants to support bringing Classroom Audio Technology into your school district.   
 
Here are some tips for undertaking the process of seeking and applying for grants. 
 
• A key to obtaining grant money for your school is to make sure the grants you apply for 

match up well with the needs of your school.  If your need does not align with the 
grantorÕs philosophy, mission and giving track record, your time is better suited to 
channeling energies and resources to grantors who do sync up. 

• Use a database or service that has compiled or collected information for grant seekers 
that will allow you to spend a maximum amount of time completing grant applications and 
minimal time researching for grants that are a fit for your school. There are free 
resources, such as Foundation Center (http://foundationcenter.org /).  Nonprofit Resource 
Centers in most local city/county libraries or nominal fee-based subscriptions such as 
School Funding Center http://www.schoolfundingcenter.info  are readily available.  

• Although grants are more plentiful in the Fall than any other time of the year, many 
foundations review grant applications two, three and even four times per year.  ItÕs best to 
write multiple grants to ensure you get funding from at least one or two of the grant 
sources.  Get others involved - recruit and train several people to write grants at your 
school.  Working on a grant application at all times--in fact, several of themÑwill really 
make a difference and guarantee some level of success. 

• If it is a matter of manpower in seeking/writing grants, consider using professional grant 
writers Ð either fee or contingency based depending on the situation.  (An up-front fee is 
paid to write a contingency based grant.  Only if grant money is awarded, the grant writer 
is paid a percentage based on the amount of grant money received.  This money cannot 
come from the grant itself.  Other terms and conditions may apply.)  Another approach is 
to garner assistance Ð in part or in full Ð from the American Grant Writers Association or 
other similar organizations.  (Check out their website for a full description of services 
offered http://www.agwa.us/Services.htm .)  

• Partner with other schools/districts, community service groups and private 
individuals/businesses to leverage the writing and/or winning of funds and grants. 
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Classroom Audio Technology improves student comprehension, retention and overall 
performance.  Lightspeed is here to help you identify incremental funding sources to bring 
CAT into your classrooms today.  
 
A Lightspeed Classroom Audio Consultant (CAC) is available to assist you with information 
on studies, research and even current funding opportunities in your area.  He or she is aware 
of how schools may be purchasing systems and current district purchasing standards.  
Additionally, your local CAC is available to work side-by-side with you and can be available to 
participate in meetings with decision-makers and those who may need to become aware of 
the scholastic and financial rewards schools experience with CAT. 
 
Please go to our website to locate the Lightspeed Classroom Audio Consultant in your area: 
http://www.lightspeed-tek.com/local+representative.aspx  or call our 800 number: 1.800.732.8999. 
 
!
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GRANTS LISTINGS/INFORMATION/WRITING SEARCHES  
 
The Appendix, ÒFunding Sources Website ListingÓ, contains a listings of grant opportunities, 
current as of the date of this publication, that are available at all levels from federal, state and 
local governments, businesses and civic groups, consortiums and associations, and national 
and corporate foundations.  Other sections include websites that offer tips, myth debunking, 
etc. as well as other ways to raise funding for technology improvements. 
 
If you are new to the grant-writing world, one of the key assets to successful grant writing is 
the ability to network with others.  Finding a mentor may involve contacting grant writers at 
within your own school district who have been writing grant proposals for some time and 
asking if one of them would consider acting as your mentor and/or there may be someone 
from another school district able to provide such guidance.  Or contact a well-known grant-
writing consultant to ask if he/she would serve as a mentor.  Also consider contacting your 
local chapter of Association for Fundraising Professionals to inquire if a mentoring program 
or service is offered online to non-profit organizations. 
 
 

GRANT WRITING 
 

There are hundreds of books written for the novice on the subject of grant writing.  So to save 
you some time, here are a few recommendations:  Getting Funded, The Complete Guide to 
Writing Grant Proposals by Mary Hall & Susan Howlett; Demystifying Grant Seeking by 
Brown & Brown; Storytelling for Grant Seekers by Cheryl A. Clarke; An easy, smart guide to 
Getting a Grant by Barbara Loos; Grant Writing for Dummies by Bev Browning.  They can be 
found on popular internet book sites (Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Borders) as well as local 
bookstores and libraries. 
 
The 2nd section in the Appendix, ÒGrant Writing SourcesÓ, offers a listing of numerous 
websites that may prove helpful in providing advice and help for those new at the grant 
writing process.  Here are 5 major tips for writing grants: 
1. Research grants being offered to find those that best fit for your organization 
2. Follow the directions of the Grantor explicitly 
3. Do not add fluff or filler in your application documents; be clean, concise and to the point 
4. Leave no part of the application blank 
5. Proofread several times over, e.g., solicit the aid of an objective person to review.  If 

questions arise, need to incorporate the answer into your grant document. 
 
Data Collections: 
Create a school/district data library for collecting statistical information to build a solid case 
for proposal funding.  Data can also be used for program evaluation, reports and plans. 
!  Identify commonly required data elements 
!  Collect and organize data 
!  Engage and keep staff informed with data collections 
!  Look at current research 
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FEDERAL and STATE RESOURCES  
 
FEDERAL 
 
Many schools have after-school programs and community learning centers during non-school 
hours.  Because these include extended hours of teaching, Classroom Audio Technology 
(CAT) will also be helpful.  Combining the resources of the daily programs and these off-hour 
programs can provide funds for the school to amplify more classrooms.  Additional 
information on this funding resource is available.  See the section of this document 
ÒSupplementary InformationÓ and the Appendix for more data on how to solicit and win funds 
for after-school programs. 
 
21st Century Community Learning Centers:  http://www.ed.gov/programs/21stcclc/index.html  
These are the only federally funded programs that are dedicated specifically for out-of-school 
time programming.  These programs provide extended learning opportunities for schools with 
students that fit the designated low-income students in high numbers as a part of the No 
Child Left Behind Act. 
 
94-142 Special Education Funds (IDEA Money): !http://idea.ed.gov/ !!!These funds are 
government administered through each state.  Typically each school can decide what to do 
with these monies and the amount of allotment is based on the number of students receiving 
special education services.  This funding is also known as IDEA money.  The purpose of 94-
142 or IDEA money is to provide education for all children with identified learning challenges 
and assure that this education is available to them within a specific period of time.  This 
money is used to provide the student a free and appropriate public education emphasizing 
special education and related services to meet the unique needs of the student.  IDEA funds 
are largely used for intervention products that can and often does include Classroom Audio 
Technology (CAT) as research supports its cost savings and positive impact upon special 
education classes and students.  This cost saving is shown in the number of reductions in 
special education referrals, keeping more students with their peers in regular ed  classrooms 
(Long/Flexer). 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG):  
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/programs/   CDBG funds are typically 
administered at the municipal level.  These may fund out-of-school programs via 
improvements, provision of programs, services and activities for youth involvement.  By 
expanding studentsÕ opportunities to learn and understand the phonetics and phonemics of 
language and reading, administrators may see the value of CAT for not only regular day 
school, but also after hours instruction.  Such a partnership will result in expanded economic 
opportunities for those who attend the school, frequently economically disadvantaged 
children and their parents. 
 
Influencing the allocation of CDBG may involve significant work; networking, research and 
constituency building all will be necessary.  A realistic assessment of the time and effort that 
may be involved should be taken, as is the need to remain sensitive to the political realities of 
your community.  Because of the large and stable base of resources that CDBG offers, time 
and effort spent influencing the allocation of its resources may prove well worth your efforts. 
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Early Reading First Grants: $$http://www.ed.gov/programs/earlyreading/index.html $$Early Reading 
First, part of the President's "Good Start, Grow Smart" initiative, is designed to transform 
existing early education programs into centers of excellence that provide high-quality, early 
education to young children, especially those from low-income families. The overall purpose 
of the Early Reading First Program is to prepare young children to enter kindergarten with the 
necessary language, cognitive, and early reading skills to prevent reading difficulties and 
ensure school success.  Over $106M in grants have been awarded this school year. 
 
CAT meets the following guidelines for ERG monies: 
! Raising the caliber and quality of classroom instruction by improving the acoustical 

environment and improving children’s ability to learn. 
! Basing instruction on scientifically proven methods. (CAT has had proven research 

results for over 30 years.) 
 
Educational Improvement Act (EIA) Grants:  
http://www.ed.gov/about/offi ces/list/osers/osep/index.html   The Education Improvement Act of 
1984 sought to improve classroom instruction, in part, by establishing the teacher grant 
program.  The purpose of the teacher grant program as prescribed in the EIA is to improve 
teaching practices and procedures.  The funded applications represented many excellent 
examples of instructional improvement strategies used by teachers to assist students in 
achieving high standards of learning and development.  See your local or state agencies for 
specifics of how the EIA Grants are awarded and distributed. 
 
PEP Grant  (Carol M.White Physical Education Program ): 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/whitephysed/index.html   PEP Grants are sources of federal money 
for physical education programs.  Amplification has been shown to greatly aid Physical 
Education instructors, especially in noisy indoor and outdoor environments. Grants are 
awarded to Local Education Agencies (LEA) and Community-Based Organizations (CBO) to 
pay the federal share of the costs for initiating, expanding or improving physical education 
programs (including after-school programs) for kindergarten through 12th grade.  
 
Preparing Tomorrows Teachers To Use Technology Program (PT3): $$
http://www.ed.gov/programs/teachtech/index.html $$“The Department of Education's Preparing 
Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology  (PT3) grant program addresses a growing 
challenge in modern education: nearly all elementary and secondary schools are now wired 
to the Internet, but most teachers still feel uncomfortable using technology in their teaching.”  
Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) in the computer lab and regular ed classrooms allow 
teachers to receive the benefit of this new technology as well as provide the benefit to their 
students.  Lightspeed products work in conjunction with other equipment such as audio 
visual, stereo equipment for the hearing impaired student, allowing their audio to be amplified 
throughout the classroom.$
 
Reading First Program:  http://www.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/index.html   This program 
focuses on putting proven methods of early reading instruction in classrooms. Through 
Reading First, states and districts receive support to apply scientifically based reading 
research—and the proven instructional and assessment tools consistent with this research—
to ensure that all children learn to read well by the end of third grade. The program provides 
formula grants to states that submit an approved application. SEAs award subgrants to 
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eligible LEAs on a competitive basis. SEAs fund those proposals that show the most promise 
for raising student achievement and for successful implementation of reading instruction, 
particularly at the classroom level. Only programs that are founded on scientifically based 
reading research are eligible for funding through Reading First. Funds are allocated to states 
according to the proportion of children age 5 to 17 who reside within the state and who are 
from families with incomes below the poverty line. The Department is authorized to reserve 
0.5% of Reading First funds for awards to the outlying areas (American Samoa, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S. Virgin Islands) and 0.5% to be awarded to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. The Department also is authorized to reserve up to 2.5% for national 
activities and program evaluation and $5 million for information dissemination activities. 
 
Title I:  http://www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/index.html  Title I is the largest federally funded 
educational program in history and supplements the local and state education funds.  The 
purpose of Title I is to assist educationally disadvantaged children to learn subjects to high 
standards, particularly those residing in high-poverty areas.  Available funds are dependent 
on regional household income data.  Because of the supporting research demonstrating the 
advantages of Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) for regular ed students, CAT is often 
purchased with Title I funds.  Research performed by the Department of Education (MARRS 
Study) has demonstrated that the presence of CAT helps students succeed in the regular 
classroom by aiding in the development of basic and advanced skills in reading and math. 
Decisions for the allotment of this funding are typically made at the district level vs the local 
school level. 
 
Title II Part D (Enhancing Education Through Technology (Ed-Tech) State Program):  
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg34.html  This grant has been implemented to support 
improvement in:  1) student academic achievement via the use of technology in elementary 
and secondary schools; 2) assisting students of all ethnicities, geographies and physical 
abilities to become literate in technology by the end of their eighth grade; and 3) encouraging 
the integration of technology and its resources with professional development and curriculum 
developed research-based instructional methods that may be widely replicated in other 
classrooms. 
 
Citing legislation she authored called the Achievement Through Technology and Innovation 
(ATTAIN) Act, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34) testified in May, 2007, before 
the Committee on Education and Labor about the importance of using technology in the 
classroom to help students do better in school. The congresswomanÕs legislation provides 
federal funding to help schools that serve disadvantaged and low-income students purchase 
computers, software and other technology.  The measure ensures adequate teacher training 
in the use of technology to teach students and puts in place standards to ensure all students 
are technologically literate by the 8th grade.  The bill also requires that states provide 
guidance to districts on how to ensure that schools have access to the most up-to-date 
computers and software.  Finally, the ATTAIN Act calls for research initiatives to determine 
the effectiveness of the new technology program at the state and national levels. 
http://www.siia.net/govt/docs/pub/ATTAIN_SenateSummary.pdf 
 



!"#$%&'()'*$+,&-./01$233452336$+.7,,8$9/:-$ $ ;:*/$<3$,=$2>$

Title III:  
http://www.scholastic.com/administrator/funding/fundingconnection/pdf/Title_III_Summary_0704.pdf  
The Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students program 
assists school districts in teaching English to limited English proficient students and in 
helping these students meet the same challenging state standards required of all students. 
 
Title IV Part B:  http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg55.html   The purpose of this part is 
to provide opportunities for communities to establish or expand activities in community 
learning centers that Ñ1) provi de opportunities for academic enrichment, including providing 
tutorial services to help students, particularly students who attend low-performing schools, to 
meet State and local student academic achievement standards in core academic subjects 
such as reading and mathematics; 2) offer students a broad array of additional services, 
programs, and activities, such as youth development activities, drug and violence prevention 
programs, counseling programs, art, music, and recreation programs, technology education 
programs and character education programs, that are designed to reinforce and complement 
the regular academic program of participating students; and 3) offer families of students 
served by community learning centers opportunities for literacy and related educational 
development. 
 
Title V:  http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/default.aspx   The purpose is to support local education 
reform efforts consistent with statewide education reform.  It also provides funding to enable 
state and local educational agencies to implement promising educational reform programs 
based on scientifically based research.  Because Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) has 
been supported by several scientific research studies, it enables you to apply for Title V 
funding to support the purchase and implementation of CAT in your school. 
 
Dept. of Education, Tech and Media Services for Individuals With Disabilities:  
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/announcements/2004-2/062504c.html   The purpose of the 
program is to: (1) Improve results for children with disabilities by promoting the development, 
demonstration, and use of technology, (2) support educational media services activities 
designed to be of educational value in the classroom setting to children with disabilities, and 
(3) provide support for captioning and video description that is appropriate for use in the 
classroom setting. 
 
STATE 
 
States may use funds for inter-state distance learning partnerships, data decision support 
systems and even forming public-private partnerships that support activities such as interest-
free loans. 
 
The following is just a sampling and is by no means a complete list of what is available.  We 
are certain you may find more with your own search. 
 
Assistive Technology Programs:  Each state has an assistive technology program.  These 
programs can be found state by state at$http://www.resna.org/ .  These assistive technology 
programs should be able to refer you to potential funding sources that a district and or 
parents may be able to tap. 
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IDEA Reading Intervention Grant:  Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
Reading Intervention Grants are available in most states.  Check with your state Department 
of Education to find out the specific details.  The purpose of state grants is to improve the 
reading skills for students with disabilities in low performing schools.  Reading grants that 
focus on the ability to increase phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and 
comprehension are excellent resources for CAT funding. 
 
Georgia:  http://www.thegao.org   The Parent Leadership Support Project Georgia Advocacy 
Office.  The program trains parents to support children with disabilities and enables them to 
have the tools to advocate on behalf of other peopleÕs children with disabilities in a school 
context. 
 
Idaho: http://www.jkaf.org/   The J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Foundation is a family foundation 
committed to and striving to be a catalyst for positive educational change, reform and 
improvement in Idaho. 
 
Minnesota:  www.mcf.org  Minnesota Council on Foundations (MCF) provides you with a 
calendar of the current funders and their upcoming deadlines for a 3-month period, as well as 
an alphabetical listing of private funders who accept proposals all year long.  This also lists 
links to each of these websites. 
 
Public Education Network:  www.publiceducation.org   The Public Education Network (PEN) is 
a national association that consists of local education funds and individuals who work 
together to advance public school reform in low-income communities.  These local 
associations and groups have historically proven to be very effective with helping a school or 
community adopt CAT for their students. 
 
Utah:  www.100percentforkids.com   Utah credit unions, both large and small, have been 
assisting public education in various ways for years.  In 2002, 100% for Kids - Utah Credit 
Union Education Foundation - was formed to build on our strong commitment to education 
and pool our resources to provide assistance where it is needed most, in the individual 
classroom.  One hundred percent of the funds donated are being distributed throughout the 
year and go directly to teachers in the classroom. 
 
Wisconsin:  www.dpi.wi.gov/sage/   Student Achievement Guarantee in Education program 
(SAGE) was created in 1995, based upon the work of a special task force appointed by the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction to study the condition of urban education in 
Wisconsin. CAT has been initiated in schools and paid for with SAGE money.  Amplification 
has been successfully combined with teaching programs that have been shown to assist with 
guarantying academic achievement for needy children.  The implementation of CAT, lower 
class sizes, rigorous curricula, and increased professional development for educators has 
been shown to increase the test scores in SAGE classes as compared to regular education 
classrooms that are not participating in the SAGE program. 
 
Wisconsin received $224M in the Microsoft settlement. The public, tribal, and Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) schools with at least 50% of their students qualifying for the federal free 
and reduced-price school lunch programs will receive 50% of the unclaimed vouchers that 
consumers do not process. Eligible schools will receive vouchers to use on a wide variety of 
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computer hardware, software, and professional development services. These vouchers must 
be turned in for reimbursement by November 14, 2010. The Voucher program is managed by 
a third party known as the Settlement Claims Administrator (SCA). For Wisconsin, the SCA is 
Rust Consulting, Inc. The amount of Cy Pres (the fund established for the schools) funding 
remaining for schools in other settlement states has averaged 60%. For Wisconsin schools, 
this could mean as much as $134,337,600. The funds will be distributed in two phases. The 
first started in 2006; the second will be in 2011 or 2012, depending on how quickly the 
Settlement Claims Administrators process the unclaimed funds and allocate them to the 
schools. This second distribution will be to public, tribal, and Bureau of Indian Affairs schools, 
where greater than 33 1/3% of the students enrolled are eligible to receive free and reduced 
lunch.  (Go to this website for a listing of all states affected: 
http://www.microsoft.com/about/legal/consumersettlements/default.mspx  ) 
 
 

SERVICE CLUBS and LOCAL BUSINESSESS  
$
Clubs and businesses are a reliable source of additional funding and support for Classroom 
Audio Technology (CAT) projects.  Typically a parent or family member is a contact for these 
clubs and a helpful advocate for supporting your program. 
 
Local civic and community groups have been very supportive of their communityÕs schools 
and educatorÕs desires to implement CAT.  The Appendix ÒFunding Sources Website ListingÓ 
has several additional names of civic community groups to give you more ideas of other 
places to look for funding within your community. 
 
Lightspeed Representatives are willing to assist with presentations, product evaluation loans 
and follow-through during the process.  Contact your Lightspeed Representative for 
assistance regarding possible contacts that you think may be worth pursuing. 
 
Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives: 
http://www.faithbasedcommunityinitiatives.org   The stated goal for the center is Òto break down 
existing barriers and empower faith-based and community groupsÉto ensure equal access 
to education and to promote education excellence for all Americans.Ó  The center is available 
to supply faith-based and community organizations with the resources that empower them to 
access federal grant funding.  The center is a support organization and does not make 
decisions about who will be funded.  The scope of services provided for grants and funding 
assistance should not be overlooked as a supplemental resource for funding of school 
programs Ð public or private. 
 
Kiwanis Club International :  http://www.kiwanis.org/   Founded in 1915 and headquartered in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, it is a thriving organization of service and community-minded 
individuals who support children and young adults around the world.  More than 600,000 
Kiwanis family members in 96 countries make their mark by responding to the needs of their 
communities and pooling their resources to address worldwide issues.  Through these 
efforts, Kiwanis International truly is "Serving the Children of the World." 
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PTA/PTO:!!Parent Teacher Associations/Organizations are a key supporter of Classroom 
Audio Technology (CAT) in their childrenÕs schools.  Parents who are already aware of 
research on the benefits of CAT in schools are often quick to support funding projects.  A 
Lightspeed Representative is available to meet with your local PTA/PTO to present the 
benefits of CAT as well as demonstrate Lightspeed systems.  Additionally, if evaluation 
systems have been set up prior to a meeting with PTO/PTA groups, the proof and testimony 
of how the systems are assisting their children help the schools support their request for 
project sponsorship.  
 
Private Business:  Many teachers and other school personnel have been successfully 
raising funds from local businesses.  Often this is done with a letter sent to the targeted 
businesses and followed up with a personal visit or phone call.   
 
Quota Club:  http://www.quota.org  Quota International is an 84-year-old international service 
organization that links members of all ages, occupations and nationalities in a worldwide 
network of service and friendship.  With a motto of "we share," Quotarians are known 
especially for their service to deaf, hard-of-hearing and speech-impaired individuals and 
disadvantaged women and children.  Quota members share the values of serving and 
encouraging others, developing friendships and promoting international understanding. 
 
Rite Care Clinics@$$http://www.scottishrite.org/what/phil/ritecare.html$$There are 165 Rite Care 
Clinics, Centers and Programs located across the United States.  For more information about 
these as a possible resource for funding via Scottish Rite Masons, see$www.srmason-sj.org$for 
a listing of additional philanthropic opportunities associated with their organization. 
 
Rotary Club: http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx  In nearly 100 years, Rotary has 
grown from a small club of four members to a worldwide network of men and women who 
share a common vision for a better world.  The world's first service organization, Rotary has a 
long history of helping those in need and uniting people of different cultures and beliefs.  
Through the work of individual Rotary clubs, the programs of Rotary International and The 
Rotary Foundation, Rotary is making the world a better place.  Each Rotary club operates 
autonomously, but will typically support one project a year.  You may contact your local club 
with a written summary of your projects for consideration. 
 
Sertoma Clubs: http://www.sertoma.org/NETCOMMUNITY/Page.aspx?pid=226&srcid=190 
Headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, Sertoma is a 501(c)4 not-for-profit international 
organization dedicated to Òservice to mankindÓ, with 20,000-plus members in more than 650 
clubs across Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and the United States.  Every year Sertoma clubs 
raise more than $20 million for local community service projects.  Through these projects, as 
well as grants and scholarships, Sertoma clubs return those funds to their respective 
communities - and they have lots of fun doing it while building life-long friendships. 
 
 

CORPORATE GRANT PROGRAMS 
 
There are numerous corporations that support grant programs for the educational non-profit 
sector.  Burger King, Dollar General, JC Penney, Sprint, Target, Toyota, Wal-Mart, are just a 
few.  (See Appendix ÒFunding Sources Website ListingÓ for more examples.)  Most major 
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corporations have set aside provisions - in the form of dollars (5% or more), in-kind or 
product donations Ð to support educational development and improvements on a nationwide 
basis.  Many regional or corporate businesses have independent or separate grant programs 
- usually in the communities where it has a greater impact - from their national headquartersÕ 
grant programs and foundations.  
 
 

CONSORTIUMS and ASSOCIATIONS  
 
The following consortiums (a combination of organizations for a common purpose) and 
associations are just a small sampling of those organizations that have readily available 
funding for educational purposes.  Many are specific on the types of funding they will award, 
but the overall purpose of the endowments is for the educational benefit of our children. 
 
AMBUCS (National Association of American Business Clubs):  http://www.ambucs.com  
AMBUCS is an organization of business and professional men and women joined together 
through local chapters to build better communities and to create opportunities for 
independence for people with disabilities. 
  
CoSN (Consortium for School Networking): http://www.cosn.org/   The Consortium for 
School Networking (CoSN) is the countryÕs premier voice in education technology leadership 
with a mission to serve as the national organization for K-12 technology leaders who use 
technology strategically to ultimately improve teaching and learning.  CoSN provides 
products and services to support and nurture leadership development, advocacy, coalition 
building and awareness of emerging technologies. 
 
International Reading Association: http://www.reading.org/association/awards/index.html  
IRA was founded in 1956 as a professional organization for those involved in teaching 
reading to learners of all ages. Members are dedicated to promoting high levels of literacy for 
all by 1) improving the quality of reading instruction; 2) disseminating research and 
information about reading; and 3) encouraging a lifetime reading habit. 
 
ITEA (International Technology Education Association): 
http://www.iteaconnect.org/Awards/awards.htm   The Foundation for Technology Education (FTE) 
was established in 1986 as a nonprofit 501 (c )(3) organization and initiated a program of 
giving in 1993, in which awards are presented during the ITEA Annual Conference. FTE 
awards support programs that will:  make our children technologically literate; transfer 
industrial and corporate research into our schools; produce models of excellence in 
technology teaching; create public awareness regarding the nature of technology education; 
and help technology teachers maintain a competitive edge in technology. 
 
 

BIDS & CONTRACTS 
 
NJPA (National Joint Power Alliance) : The general purpose of the NJPA is to create and 
host a national municipal associationÕs purchasing alliance. The goal is to provide members 
with requested programs and services created, coordinated and delivered through a 
cooperative effort between all participating members. The purpose therefore is to serve the 
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membership by:  1) Acquiring and providing procurement opportunities for goods and 
services needed by NJPA Members; 2) To bring the benefits of national volume pricing to 
NJPA Members; and 3) To satisfy as many of the competitive bidding requirements of NJPA 
and NJPA Members as possible. http://www.njpacoop.org/LEARN/About/About_NJPA.html   
(Lightspeed has an exclusive contract with MRSA (Minnesota Regional Service 
Agency/Cooperative Resources Inc. (CRI) within the MRSA boundaries and cannot and will 
not promote NJPA in Minnesota.) 
 
PEPPM Ð Multi-State Contracts :  PEPPM (Pennsylvania Education Purchasing Program for 
Microcomputers) is designed to reduce the time and effort between the decision to buy and 
the receipt of the products. By centralizing the bid process and by enabling online shopping 
and ordering with Epylon and toll free fax for paper purchase orders, time and money are 
saved on the procurement process. And, by providing dynamic competitive pricing, money is 
saved on the price. PEPPM has been in existence since 1982, and over $2.0 billion in 
purchases have been made through the program, with estimated savings over $600 million!  
If you have questions or recommendations for PEPPM, contact via the ÒContact Us Ó link or 
your local Lightspeed Representative. 
 
REMC:  http://remcbids.org  The Regional Educational Media Center Association of Michigan 
(REMCAM) is an organization committed to providing media and technology resources to 
MichiganÕs students and teachers. REMCAMÕs mission is to provide leadership in proving 
resources for teachers in the classroom, including professional development, equipment, 
software, best practices and models through various initiatives and projects (providing large 
volume bid prices on a variety of educational resources). 

 
 

FOUNDATIONS 
 
The following examples of foundations is just a Òdrop in the bucketÓ of all the foundations that 
are principled towards making available monies to non-profit organizations for the 
educational betterment of our young society.  As noted in the attached Appendix, The 
Foundation Center (www.foundationcenter.org /) is a wealth of information focused on the 
matching of non-profits and grant-makers. 
 
American Architectural Foundation (AAF) & KnowledgeWorks Foundation Ð Richard 
Riley Award: http://www.richardrileyaward.org/en/Index.asp    Sometimes referred to as 
"community learning centers", schools that serve as centers of community provide a rich 
array of social, civic, recreational and artistic opportunities to the broader community, often 
clustering educational and municipal buildings together. These additional services and 
opportunities often improve student achievement and help maximize local tax dollars. With 
school enrollment in the United States forecasted to increase at record levels, and spending 
on school construction and renovation to total nearly $30 billion annually, it makes sense that 
this major investment should benefit both students and the local community.  If your school is 
a center of community that demonstrates innovative design ideas and helps promote student 
achievement, your school could win a $10,000 prize. 
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AT&T Foundation: http://www.att.com/gen/corporate-citizenship?pid=7736   This foundation 
combines more than 60 years and $1.8 billion of philanthropic commitment to communities 
across the country.  With its strong giving record, the Foundation is among the top five 
largest corporate foundations in the United States.  With the creation of the new AT&T, the 
predecessor organizations will be combined, and the new company will maintain BellSouth 
historical levels of charitable contributions and community activities. One example includes 
continued support for the BellSouth Foundation's 20/20 Vision for Education, designed to 
integrate technology into education to improve learning throughout the Southeast Ñ 
particularly among low-income and minority students Ñ to address the growing achievement 
gap and increase graduation rates. 
 
Best Buy ChildrenÕs Foundation: 
http://communications.bestbuy.com/communityrelations/our_foundation.asp   The Best Buy 
ChildrenÕs Foundation seeks grant proposals from local/community nonprofit organizations 
within 50 miles of specific stores and that meet the FoundationÕs standard guidelines.  
ÒGiving back to our communities is central to the way we do business at Best Buy. Whether 
itÕs funding innovative programs that make learning fun for kids, providing te@ch awards to 
K-12 schools each year, supporting the United Way and American Red Cross, or mobilizing 
TagTeam volunteers throughout the country, we are privileged to help strengthen our 
communities.Ó 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation: http://www.gatesfoundatio n.org/forgrantseekers/   The 
Foundation's grant-making philosophy flows from our belief that every human life has equal 
value. In deciding how to invest our resources most responsibly, we look for projects that: 
!  Help reduce inequities in neglected areas 
!  Produce measurable results 
!  Catalyze increased momentum, scale, and sustainability of change 
!  Collaborate with government, philanthropic, private-sector, and not-for-profit partners 
!  Favor preventative approaches 
!  Leverage support from other sources 
!  Advance our current strategies, accelerating the work we are already supporting 
 
ING Financial Services: http://www.ing-
usa.com/us/aboutING/CorporateCitizenship/Education/INGUnsungHeroes/index.htm    For more than 
10 years, and with over $2.8 million in awarded grants, the ING Unsung Heroes program has 
proven to be an A+ program with educators. The programÕs ÒalumniÓ have inspired success in 
the classroom and impacted countless numbers of students. 
 
LoweÕs Toolbox for Education: http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/    LoweÕs Toolbox for 
Education grant program is funded by the LoweÕs Charitable and Educational Foundation, 
which has supported thousands of grassroots community and school projects in the 
communities where LoweÕs does business. 
 
New Technology Foundation: http://www.newtechfoundation.org    We empower individuals, 
organizations and businesses with our unique services. Diversification being our core 
strategy; we specialize in Philanthropy , Foundation Grant , Bill Gates Foundation and an 
array of other services. Our mission is to provide quality resources. 
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OprahÕs Angel Network : http://www.oprahsangelnetwork.org/oan/FundingAreas   Dedicated to 
inspiring people to make a difference in the lives of others, Oprah's Angel Network supports 
organizations and projects making a difference in underserved communities. We make 
grants to organizations and operate projects domestically and internationally within our 
mission and funding areas. 
 
Sloan Foundation (Alfred P.):  http://www.sloan.org/main.shtml   The Foundation, a 
philanthropic nonprofit institution, was established in 1934 by Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., then 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the General Motors Corporation. Programs to 
strengthen education in science and technology, to increase interest in these fields, and to 
understand and communicate to others the nature of careers in these fields have long been 
supported by the Foundation. Increasingly important are opportunities presented by 
electronic technologies for learning outside the classroom. 
 
State Farm Companies Foundation :  
http://www.statefarm.com/about/part_spos/grants/foundati.asp   The Foundation is primarily 
committed to education, helping to raise the level of student achievement in our elementary 
and secondary schools, as well as supporting key higher education initiatives. 
 
Washington Mutual:  
http://www.wamu.com/about/community/grantsguidelines/k12publiceducation.htm   WaMu makes 
grants to education programs that benefit K-12 public schools where a majority of students 
receive free and reduced-price lunches. Our goal is to help strengthen the educational 
curriculum and give students an opportunity to graduate equipped for success in higher 
education or the workplace. 

 
 

OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING 
 
Alliances:  The National Joint Powers Alliance is a Service Cooperative created by 
Minnesota Statute 123A.21. This statute was created in 1976 and revised in 1995 to allow 
participating governmental and municipal agencies to reduce the cost of purchased goods by 
leveraging their combined purchasing power. We are a member owned cooperative, serving 
all public and non-public educational systems, governmental agencies and non-profits. NJPA 
establishes and provides nationally leveraged and competitively solicited purchasing 
contracts in cooperation with the Uniform Municipal Contracting Law, M.S. 471.345 Subd.15 
and is enabled by M.S. 471.59 (The Joint Powers Law). Most of the states in the United 
States have enacted their version of the ÒJoint PowersÓ law. Each member is responsible to 
review the laws in their state to determine their ability to procure goods and services through 
the contracts provided by NJPA. http://www.njpacoop.org/LEARN/About/index.html  
$
Building and Construction Funds:  As districts continue to grow, Classroom Audio 
Technology (CAT) can easily be implemented in new construction projects. Lightspeed offers 
special programs and discounted pricing to districts that choose to implement CAT district-
wide.  Systems retrofit easily into existing classrooms.  Classroom upgrades and 
modernizations are excellent opportunities to implement this technology. 
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Building Maintenance Money:  An additional source of money for implementation of 
Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) has resulted from placing building maintenance projects 
on hold.  While this may not necessarily be an option for all schools, it has been a source of 
funding for those schools that have been able to demonstrate the short and long term 
benefits (including cost savings benefits) of having CAT as a part of their curricula and 
classroom environments.  With the knowledge and support of administrators, this source of 
funding often provides the budget necessary to implement a short or long term plan for 
installations?$
 
 Additional sources for funding CAT can be found in other existing school budget lines such 
as maintenance, furniture, technology, renovation, etc. as well as special technology budgets 
or levies.  
  
Contests/Sweepstakes:  This could be somewhat of a gray area and should be scrutinized 
thoroughly before engaging or participating.  However, going with a reputable 
company/funder should be Okay.  Contests are frequent sources of funding in the Science 
and Math fields.  An example of a corporate sponsored contest designed specifically for 
schools is Big Lots! ÒLots2GiveÓ contest where 26 schools will share $80K in cash prizes, 
http://www.lots2give.com/ .   
 
Fundraising:  There are a myriad of online services geared for raising funds for non-profit 
organizations.  These sites contain guides on how best to approach fundraising as charitable 
events such as book and online magazine drives; fun-walks, relays and marathons; and 
auctions with tips, hints and best practices for doing so.  An example of fundraising 
opportunities is your neighborhood ApplebeeÕs restaurantÉ.check it out.  Obtain a printed 
flyer from your local ApplebeeÕs. 
 
Private Individuals:  Private donors including parents have often supported Classroom 
Audio Technology (CAT) through donations to the schools or PTA/PTO groups supporting 
the purchase of systems.  Contact your local Lightspeed Representative to find out more 
details. 
 
Technology & Learning MagzineÕs Ò2006 Funding HandbookÓ:  This handbook contains 
creative ways in which to look for sources to generate extra cash or funds for educational 
purchases.  A good portion of the ideas have been covered in this document under the 
various sections.  However, reading the handbook in its entirety may generate other creative 
ways to garner funding:  Technology & Learning Special Issue, July 2006, Vol. 26, No. 12, 
pg. 14-18; http://www.techlearning.com/content/about/archives/volume26/july.php .  The article on 
T&LÕs website, ÒTechnology Funding: A How-To GuideÓ, by Ken Brown, April 1, 2007, is 
another good read http://www.techlearning.com/story/showArticle.php?articleID=196604335  as well 
as the most current articles on funding beginning on page 18 in Technology & LearningÕs 
July, 2008 The Money Issue . 
 
Technology Funds:   Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) is often purchased with 
technology funds.  Because infrared systems are incorporated into multi-media, TV/VCR, and 
special education equipment, CAT is purchased with these funds to enhance coverage in a 
classroom while providing the benefits of CAT at all times for the students.  CAT allows all 
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children to hear equally what is being run through the multimedia or video system.  For this 
reason, we see CAT as a component of technological upgrades. 
 
An interesting article ÒFollow the MoneyÓ under technology funding in the October 2007 issue 
of T.H.E. Journal  highlights some imaginative ways and viable alternatives of garnering 
funds: http://thejournal.com/articles/21377  
 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

You may find the following sites helpful when researching other areas where grant monies 
are available.  New grants are released all the time; and by keeping up to date on what is 
happening in your area or nationally, you may find creative resources to purchase Classroom 
Audio Technology (CAT). 
 
ED Grants:  http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/about/knowabtgrants/index.html   ÒWhat should I know 
about Ed Grants?Ó  This site is helpful in explaining the different type of grants available.  It 
defines grants that are available and lists instructions on how to go about applying for them.  
It is a great resource provided by the U.S. Department of Education that helps you through 
the grant writing process. 
 
School Grants:  http://www.schoolgrants.org   School Grants was created in 1999 as a way to 
share grant information with PK-12 educators.  Grant writing can be intimidating to those who 
are new to it.  School Grants helps ease those fears by providing online tips.  Finding suitable 
grant opportunities requires a great deal of time and research.  School Grants reduces the 
effort by listing a variety of opportunities available to public and private nonprofit elementary 
and secondary schools and districts across the United States.  The goal is to help the most 
kids possible by empowering those who teach them with the knowledge and resources 
necessary to write successful grant proposals.  All of those who use the School Grants site 
are encouraged to share their own insights as it is only through open sharing that the most 
children will benefit. 
 
Federal Agency Grants: $$http://www.grants.gov/aboutgrants/about_grants_gov.jsp $$As of 
November 7, 2003, all federal agencies were required to post grant announcements online.  
The user may use this site to remain aware of what grants are available.  This site provides a 
lot of information so someone needs to be able to sort through the information provided.  
 
eSchool News Online:  http://www.eschoolnews.com/tsc/   eSchool News is a helpful site for 
educators.  It lists education specific news announcements as well as information about local 
and state specific funding information.  You may opt to sign up for the email newsletter and 
have this information sent to you on an ongoing basis. 
 
Adopt a Classroom:  www.adoptaclassroom.com/    Adopt-A-Classroom increases the 
opportunity for student success by empowering teachers with community partners and funds 
to purchase resources and materials necessary to transform their classrooms into vibrant 
centers of learning. 
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Lightspeed Representatives: Lightspeed Technologies has a team of local representatives, 
Classroom Audio Consultants (CACs), who work closely within your communities and with 
fellow educational professionals.  Your local Rep has a knowledge base of information about 
your community and is a rich resource for your goal in implementing CAT in your schools.   
 
To find out who your local representative is, contact Lightspeed Technologies at 
800.732.8999 or visit our website at http://www.lightspeed-tek.com/local+representative.aspx  
 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION  

 
The following is adapted from ÒThinking Broadly: Financing Strategies for Comprehensive 
Child and Family InitiativesÓ by Cheryl D. Hayes, The Finance Project, March, 2002. 
 
After School Programs: 
In the U.S. more than 79% of mothers with children between the ages of 6 and 13 are in the 
labor force.  More and more children are in need of a place to go before and after hours of 
school, as well as during holidays and summer vacation. 
 
Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) can be used with programs held after hours at school.  
Developing a partnership with your internal organization that supports these programs will 
likely help deliver funding.  Many grants and funding sources are applicable for both times of 
the school day, so after school programs may open up new funding opportunities.  Through 
diligent planning of how you fund your programs at your school Ð you may find more money 
is available to help create a more sustainable base of funding and increasing your schoolÕs 
program capacity. 
 
Educators continue to face decreased budgets while attempting to increase performance of 
their schools and students.  They are on the lookout for real and creative solutions for helping 
their students meet the educational standards set for them.  Through the addition of a before 
or after school program to their dayÕs activities, the students learning environment and 
experiences increase.  Combined with CAT as a teaching tool, the benefits should help to 
alleviate their pressure on meeting the targeted yearly progress goals. 
 
Out of school time programs focus on the activities of school age children during the morning 
or afternoon hours when school is not in session.  The sponsorship of these programs comes 
from a variety of sources, local government entities, parks and recreation associations and 
non-profit organizations. 
 
Because these activities often involve a school classroom, gym or auditorium area, the 
participants will very likely benefit from CAT or other types of amplification.  (See 
LightspeedÕs product list for examples of other types of amplification equipment available.) 
 
What type of support is available?  
 
 State Support::  Federal government programs, which provide support of after school 
programs, have increased dramatically over the years and state support has followed suit.  
One of the largest programs for this is in the State of California.  Their new After School 



!"#$%&'()'*$+,&-./01$233452336$+.7,,8$9/:-$ $ ;:*/$2<$,=$2>$

Education and Safety Program is supported by the passage of Proposition 49 in 2002.  This 
support increased from $100 million to $550 million.  This has occurred similarly in many 
other states that have increased their state funding of similar programs of their own. 
 
Private Investment:  After school programs have won the support of many foundations and 
private organizations.  A few of these are: 
!  The Robert Woods Johnson Foundation: http://www.rwjf.org/applications/  
!  DeWitt Wallace-Readers Digest Fund supports itÕs Making the Most of Out-of-School 

(MOST) and also the Extended Services Schools initiative:  
www.wallacefoundation.org/grantsprograms/  

!  New England-based Nellie Mae Education Foundation has committed $4.6 million worth 
of grant money to support after school programs that are academically enriched:  
www.nmefdn.org/  

 
A General Services Administration website (www.afterschool.gov ) provides information on 
funding and other topics that relate to the out-of-school programs.  Notices are published 
indicating when particular grant applications are being accepted. 
 
Bring Home The Bacon Listserv:  Join your colleagues in grant-related discussions.  This 
listserv/discussion group exists to serve as an information sharing source for those who are 
working on ways to fund projects or items at their school.  What a great place to go and 
submit for advice about ideas to fund your project! 
 
To become a member, email listserv@netpals.lsoft.com  and place the following in the message 
text:  SUBSCRIBE BRING HOME BACON [first name] [last name] 
$
Building Partnerships:  Partnerships with key members of your community can enable you 
to find funding through them and may increase your contacts that may, likewise, provide 
resources as well Ð NETWORKING!  Additional partnerships with other programs that may 
benefit from CAT (after school or adult education programs) may partner with you while 
applying for grant monies that are applicable for either program.  This expands your resource 
base of funding for both programs. 
 
Children and Youth Funding Report:  www.cdpublications.com/etc2/newsletters.php   This is a 
subscription only newsletter sent out monthly.  CD Publications provides a comprehensive 
listing of the funding opportunities available for children and youth services. 
 
Create More Flexibility in Existing Categorical Fundings:  By coordinating funding 
streams and aligning program requirements that minimize the difficulties of qualifying 
recipients and tracking funds allocation and reporting strategies will result in the promotion of 
more flexibility in funding systems.  This is a strategy that is pursued at the highest levels of 
the state and results in efficient spending of resources. 
 
Create New Dedicated Revenue Streams:  Creation of new or revamping old revenue 
streams for specific purposes is an additional way to fund projects.  These funds typically are 
generated by fundraising, unrelated business income or even fees charged for services.  
Special taxes, levies or trust funds may also be a source of revenue streams.  Program 
leaders seeking a funding strategy should select the options that are most likely to have a 
significant payoff Ð manage your time wisely to get the most benefit out of your investment. 
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Logical Modeling:  A white paper called "The Logic Model," by Augustine ("Gus") Wilhemy, 
provides a simple, easy-to-understand description of the premise and the benefits of the logic 
model. Wilhemy is an expert in nonprofit giving and a logic model analyst. For the last six 
years, he has matched nonprofit projects to major donors' needs and desires.  The Logical 
Model helps to organize the goals, objectives, and evaluation components of proposals, 
while providing a comprehensive model that can be used as a part of the grants 
management process. The logic model can be explained as a picture of how your 
organization does its work; the theory and assumptions underlying your programs. An 
effective logic model links your intended outcomes (both short- and long-term goals and 
objectives) with project activities. 
 
Make Better Use of Existing Resources:  Take some time to ensure that current resources 
are spent as efficiently as possible.  Are as many children benefiting from the services that 
are being offered under Title !?  CAT benefits all students.  How does this weigh against 
current solutions in place for current spending?  Take advantage of economies of scale, i.e., 
bids and contracts. 
 
Maximize Federal Revenues:  Make sure that you have a firm grasp on the federal 
resources that are available to you and your school.  Having a good understanding of what is 
available will enable you to help your dollars go farther and the appropriate projects receive 
all the funding available for them.  Understanding the decision makers, how and when 
funding is distributed, as well as developing a plan for using these funds, all will help. 
 
Partnerships With School Leaders: 
Adapted from ÒFinding Funding Series: A Guide to Federal Sources for Out-of-School Time 
and Community School InitiativesÓ by The Finance Project, January, 2003.  The following are 
some guidelines for overcoming some of the resistance you may find when presenting to 
your school leaders. 
!  Highlight the important, documented results that a school can expect as a result of 

Classroom Audio Technology.  If you are not fully aware of the research performed, check 
with your local Lightspeed Representative or Lightspeed headquarters for more 
information. 

!  Emphasize the academic benefits of having CAT in a classroom, raising test scores and 
literacy, as well as decreasing the number of special education students.  Certainly in 
these days of No Child Left Behind, administrators and principals are looking for 
opportunities to improve the schoolsÕ test scores. 

!  Indicate what resources are available to support this project:  research and journal 
articles, Lightspeed Representative assistance, evaluation systems, PTA/PTO support 
and other parent involvement, along with references from local schools in your state or 
district who currently use CAT. 

!  Reference the possibility of other areas for financial resources as outlined in this funding 
source document.  This need not negatively impact a schoolÕs already tight budget.  Many 
schools with tight budgets have found ways to fund the complete amplification of their 
schools and districts. 

!  Outline the role and responsibilities of the CAT systems.  Lightspeed Representatives can 
train your teachers in person, as well as provide assistance with installations and support 
the maintenance of the product through LightspeedÕs Service Department. 
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!  Come prepared with success stories and your research.  Meet ahead of time over the 
phone or one-on-one with your Representative so he/she may either join you for your 
meeting or support you with the resources, as mentioned above, to take with you. 

 
 

TESTIMONIALS Ð Yes It Really Does Work!  
 

To bolster your enthusiasm in seeking funding, following are just a few examples showing 
that submitting grant proposals really does work!   And what better way to get started then to 
learn the ÒdosÓ and ÒdonÕtsÓ in the art of granting writing from the experts. 
 
!  Desert Sands Unified School District in California is planning to purchase CAT for 68 

classrooms with grant money through Assembly Bill 2117 (AB 2117).  The Bill is an 
English Language Learners 3-year Pilot Program to help determine Best Practices for 
English language acquisition and development.  The monies for 2007-2008 were just 
released in June 2008. 

!  Polk County School District, Florida, utilized a portion of the grant funding (Carl Perkins 
Act Grant) set aside for technology to purchase CAT for 12 nursing, technology lab, and 
business occupations classrooms.  They intend to use additional Perkins funds to amplify 
more classrooms in 2009. 

!  ÒClassroom for the FutureÓ Ð Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. RendellÕs landmark high 
school reform program: http://www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/cwp/view.asp?A=3&Q=122230  

!  Edmond Elementary, Edmond, OK Ð received grant from State Department of Education 
for use in purchasing CAT: 
http://www.edmondsun.com/schools/local_story_237165219.html?keyword=secondarystory  

!  Somerset, WI Ð several teachers collaborated in applying for a portable CAT system 
through a special education budget, a teacher ÒMini-AwardÓ and local district incentive 
money 

!  In 2006, a speech pathologist at Faris Elementary, Hutchinson, KS, applied and received 
a $500 grant through the Hutchinson Community foundation to pilot a CAT system in one 
3rd grade classroom. With the success of the pilot program, the remaining classrooms 
were equipped using Title I funding. 

!   Alachua County School District, Florida, was awarded a grant through Reading First/Title 
I.  The funding supported the purchase of more than 300 CAT systems over a two-year 
period.  Phonemic awareness training, social language, daily group instruction; gains on 
DIBELS test have been documented 

!  The Florida Gulf Coast Foundation grant was awarded to Sarasota County School 
District, Florida.  The purchase included an individual system for a teacher and classroom 
systems for a high school for small and large group instruction.  The high school principal 
is convinced that CAT has contributed to enhanced FCAT scores for high school 
students. 

!  The Escambia County School District and DeSoto County School District, Florida 
received a Workforce Education grant within 3 months after submitting their application by 
the deadline.  The grant provided CAT systems and other classroom technologies for a 
middle school as well as for use in various schools across the district. 
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RESEARCH and STUDIES INDEX 
 
Further information on research and studies may be obtained from your local Lightspeed 
Representative or by contacting the Lightspeed office. Additional information can be obtained 
through sources such as the American Journal of Audiology, articles on sound field 
(http://www.marrs-study.info/benefit-articles.html ), eSchool online magazine 
(http://www.eschoolnews.com ), Technology & Learning magazne and much more.  Following is 
a small listing of research studies on CAT: 
 
!  Rosenberg, G. (2004).  Sound-field amplification: A comprehensive literature review.  In 

C. Crandell, J. Smaldino, & C. Flexer (Eds.) Sound Field Amplification: Applications to 
Speech Perception and Classroom Acoustics (Second Edition, pp. 72-111). Clifton Park, 
NY: Thomson Delmar Learning. 

!  The Institute for Enhanced Classroom Hearing. Finances are a reality and more often 
than not determine which initiatives will be implemented. They are especially relevant in 
school districts and political venues where budgets are scrutinized for programs 
considered essential. While those who have educated themselves on the benefits of 
sound enhancement understand the NEED for improving the auditory learning 
environment to ensure fairness to ALL children in the classroom, others ignorant of the 
topic may look at this technology as a Òluxury itemÓ. Therefore, when opportunities are 
limited to fully educate those making the educational decisions; it is helpful to emphasize 
the financial as well as the social and moral return on this investment.  Financial savings 
alone may be significant enough to completely recover the initial cost in two to five years. 
This may be why sound enhancement was named number four out of the top ten 
ÒReturns on InvestmentÓ by Technology and Learning  (Nov. 2004) magazine (Read the 
article here ).  Peruse the full article by The Institute at 
http://www.classroomhearin g.org/research/cost.html  

!  DiSarno, Niel J., Schowalter, Melissa & Grassa, Patricia (2002) Classroom Amplification 
to Enhance Student Performance. TEACHING Exceptional Children. Vol.24, No. 6, pp. 
20-26.  This study discusses the poor acoustical environments and their affect on student 
attention and listening behaviors, as well as speech perception and academic 
performance.  Benefits determined are for both students and teachers.  Significant 
improvement was shown in studentsÕ listening and academic behavior.  Central auditory 
processing disorders, minimal hearing loss due to otitis media, unilateral hearing loss and 
hearing students all benefited. 

!  Long, Stephanie & Flexer, C (2001) Sound Field Amplification for All.  ADVANCE for 
Speech-Language Pathologists & Audiologist, July 9, 2001, pp. 10-11.  The study showed 
that using classroom amplification systems in all regular elementary education 
classrooms after a period of 8 months resulted in a significant decrease in referrals for 
special education.  A drop from 7.7% referral rate to 4.6% (amounting to a cost savings 
for the school). 

!  Crandell, Carl C. PhD. (1996) Effects of Sound Field FM Amplification on the Speech 
Perception of ESL Children. Education Audiology Monograph 4, pp. 1-5.  This study 
discussed the findings that ESL children experience significant difficulties with speech 
perception, especially the further away from the teacher they are sitting.  The data 
indicated that, Òsound field amplification can significantly augment the perceptual abilities 
of ESL children in the classroom setting.Ó 
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!  Rosenberg, Gail Gregg, Blake-Rahter, Patricia, Heavner, Judy, Allen, Linda, Redmond, 
Beatrice Myers, Phillips, Janet & Stigers, Kathy (1999) Improving Classroom Acoustics 
(ICA):  A Three-Year FM Sound Field Classroom Amplification Study. Journal of 
Educational Audiology 7, pp. 8-28.   The study showed that students in amplified 
classrooms, Òdemonstrated significant improvement in listening and learning behaviors 
and skills, and progressed at a faster rate than their grade-alike peers in unamplified 
classrooms, and younger students demonstrated the greatest improvement.Ó  It was also 
determined that amplification is a cost effective way to manage one of the most important 
variables in classrooms Ð the intensity of the teacherÕs voice. 

!  Rash, Juanita Carole, Glassford, F.E. (Joe) (1980) MARRS Mainstream Amplification 
Resource Room Study. A National Diffusion Network Project. Developed by Wabash and 
Ohio Valley Special Education District.  This study is the most widely referenced relating 
to Classroom Audio Technology.  MARRS found that classroom amplification for all grade 
levels increased academic achievement test standard scores and was found to be more 
cost effective in Ò1) staff utilization (requiring fewer personnel to achieve the same or 
superior academic gains; 2) lower initial and continuing instructional costs; and 3) more 
legally defensible when considered within the context of the least restrictive environment 
mandates.Ó  The results of the MARRS Study have been validated by the U.S. Office of 
Education and the project has been included on the National Diffusion Network that is 
recommended for nationwide dissemination. 

 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
 

As an advocate for Classroom Audio Technology (CAT) in your school or district, you have 
made a choice to dramatically improve the learning environment for all the children who 
attend that school.  The impact will be seen even more broadly as it accomplishes better 
results for your communityÕs children, and these results will last a lifetime.  This is an 
opportunity to make a difference in not just a childÕs life, but also all childrenÕs lives .  
And we commend you for taking the charge! 
 
          Betty Woods 
          Sales Project Specialist 
 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The information contained in this document has been researched and 
assembled for your benefit and convenience only and is in no way intended as an 
endorsement of referenced organizations and/or services.  All web links/websites (see 
Appendix, Funding Sources Website Listing) were active and valid as of the date of this 
publication (October, 2008) and are not all inclusive.  They are merely a representation or 
sampling of the vast amount of funding information and sources available today.  A major 
portion of the descriptive content was taken directly from the respective website. 
 



APPENDIX
Funding Sources Website Listing

Source Type Website Description

Grants listings, 
Information, Searches www.cdpublications.com/shop/catalog/prod

uct_info.php?products_id=48

Contains detailed coverage of federal, foundation, and private grant opportunities for 
programs in such vital areas as education and other children, youth, and family related 
areas. Plus, you'll find valuable advice from public and private officials on how to prepare 
winning proposals and case studies of successful fundraising activities, ranging from 
special events to direct mail campaigns.

Ed Grants www.ed.gov/fund/grant/about/knowabtgrant
s/covpg.html

This booklet provides a non-technical summary of the Department of EducationÕs 
discretionary grants process and the laws and regulations that govern it. The reader 
should not rely on it as the sole source of information in matters of discretionary grant 
application, review, award, administration, grant closeout, or audit at the Department of 
Education, and should consult the appropriate regulations in Title 34 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations for the specific rules that apply to the DepartmentÕs programs. 
Nothing in this document is intended to impart specific rights to applicants or grantees.

www.uml.edu/College/Education/Faculty/le
baron/GRANTBEGIN/index.html

A complete guide outlining the basic grant writing process for schools and educators.

www.eschoolnews.com/tsc/
This online version of a monthly magazine contains a grants section with regularly updated 
grant, scholarship, professional development and other fundting opportunities for both 
educators and students

www.eschoolnews.com/catalog/product_inf
o.php?cPath=22&products_id=29

Twice a month hundreds of grant sources are served up in a quick, convenient eMail 
newsletter.  Grant resources include every major federal grant program, state grant 
programs, corporate grant programs, often-overlooked private grant opportunities, and 
foundation programs large and small.

Federal Grants
www.grants.gov/aboutgrants/about_grants_
gov.jsp

Grants.gov was born as a governmental resource named the E-Grants Initiative, part of  
the PresidentÕs 2002 Fiscal Year Management Agenda to improve government services to 
the public

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/
www.eduplace.com/grants/help/grantionary.
html

A glossary of terms related to grants and funding

www.gatfl.org/ds/dictionary.htm Dictionary of key assistive technology terms

Grant Guru
http://www.techlearning.com/blog/grantguru
/2008/01/grant_guru_tip_17_foundation_g.
php

Complete and thorough information article from TechLearning about foundations and grant-
making

Grant Kits www.freegrantskit.com/federal.htm Listing of various types of grants available from the Federal government; free grant kits 
offer

www.freegrantsearch.com/default.asp?a=&
b=&c=&d=&e=&f=&m=&kw=grantsb

A search site for all types of individual grants within the Federal government

http://www.grantsmall.com/

Grants-Revealed Organization http://www.grants-revealed.org/

Is it even possible to get free money from government grants?  The short answer... Yes! 
There are several legitimate companies that will provide you with everything needed to 
receive free government grant money. The reality is 98% of the companies offering 
government grant information are scams.  Valid companies send you information for free, 
all that's necessary is to pay shipping costs. Learn to avoid government grant information 
scams.

www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/resources
/html/about/about_eric.html

ERIC - the Education Resources Information Center - is an internet-based digital library of 
education research and information sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences 
(IES) of the U.S. Department of Education.

www.loc.gov/rr/main/grants/guides.html Research center for Foundation and Grant Resources

MDR http://www.schooldata.com/mdrsalessol.asp

MDR's MarketView is an on-demand sales and marketing tool that offers a unique, 
integrated view of every K-12 U.S. school district. It delivers continuously updated 
information and  comprehensive information for the education market  and offers deep 
insight into more than 1,000 federal, state, and private grants and funding programs, 
including available amounts, timing, and contacts.

www.chronicle.com/jobs/2003/06/20030626
01c.htm

Debunking some myths about grant writing and tips for successful grant writing

www.schoolgrants.org
One-stop site for PK-12 school grant opportunities.  Offers "The Going for the Gold!" grant 
writing workshops designed by educators for educators and are focused only on 
successful grant seeking for PK-12 schools, districts, charters, and private schools.

http://www.techlearning.com/resources/gra
nts.php

Listing of over 100 websites for cash, donation and in-kind grants to schools, educators 
and students.  Provides a current calendar of grants and deadlines.

Information Center on Diabilities and Gifted 
Education

Library of Congress - Main Reading Room

Myths About Grant Writing

School Grants

Technology and Learning

eSchool News online (paid subscription)

Funding Source Dictionary

Grantionary

Grant Money Search

Name

Children and Youth Funding Report

Educator's Guide to Grant Writing

eSchool News online
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www.techlearning.com/content/about/archiv
es/volume26/july.php

"2006 Funding Handbook" special issue, July 2006, Vol. 26, No. 12;  12 creative ideas for 
generating extra cash for educational purposes

www.10kscholarship.com/?af=Google_gran
ts&nsp=1

Directory of scholarship and grant websites

http://www.grantsecretsrevealed.com/ Free CD offer for searching for grants - how to qualify, who to contact, what to say

http://www.qzab.org/ Website listing contacts for every state, dollar amount and brief overview of Federal Grant 
Program

School Funding Center http://schoolfundingcenter.info

A grant database---the one central location where educators can find every federal, state, 
& foundation grant available to their schools. These grants are worth over $6.5 billion.  The 
grants in our database are intended for educational institutions seeking grants, they are 
not designed for individuals seeking financial aid.  Register for a free newsletter 
subscription

The Foundation Center http://www.foundationcenter.org/

Established in 1956, and today supported by more than 600 foundations, the Foundation 
Center is the nation's leading authority on philanthropy, connecting nonprofits and the 
grantmakers supporting them to tools they can use and information they can trust. The 
Center maintains the most comprehensive database on U.S. grantmakers and their grants

Grant Writing Sources www.grantwriters.com/
The Comprehensive Guide To Grant Writing plus Funding Sources, Sample letters, 
Templates and Proposals

http://www.schoolfundingcenter.info/(z05mti
55o4paas55jjsgb2i3)/jump.aspx

Successful School Grants is a step-by-step grant-writing manual for both new and 
experienced grant writers.  The author, Dr. Deborah Porter, is one of the most successful 
grant writers in the U.S.  More than 90% of the grants she writes are funded each year.

www.grantwriter.com/
A proposal writing service that finds funds, writes concept letters, composes grant 
proposals, conduct Workshops, and evaluates grants, for all agencies.  Fee based.

http://www.wkkf.org/Default.aspx?Languag
eID=0

A step-by-step guide for using Logic Models to bring together planning, evaluation, and 
action in projects and programs

http://www.grantwriters.org/about
The Puget Sound Grantwriters Association promotes responsible, effective grantseeking 
and fosters connections among grantseekers, non-profits and funders

www.onlinesitereviews.com/?gclid=CIDG8a
3PzIgCFSeKYAodJ0FGAQ

Review of "the best of the best" granting writing services/companies

www.mcf.org/mcf/grant/writing.htm

A community of grantmakers, works actively to strengthen and expand philanthropy and 
improve the vitality and health of our communities. The Council is a regional membership 
association of family and private foundations, community and other public foundations, 
and corporate foundations and giving programs

www.nonprofitgrantwriters.com/index.html Mission is to increase your organization's budget and resources
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrvhxWj
ufXA

A YouTube 5 min. video by Relativity Business Technology Solutions describing 10 tips in 
writing grants.

www.raise-funds.com/040202forum.html
Positioning grant writers for success; answers common questions regarding the selection 
of a grant writer

Federal, State Grant 
Programs www.ed.gov/programs/21stcclc/index.html

This program supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic 
enrichment opportunities for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty and 
lowperforming schools. 

http://idea.ed.gov/
News, information and resources on the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA), the nation's law that works to improve results for infants, 
toddlers, children and youth with disabilities.

www.afterschool.gov
Connecting afterschool providers to Federal resources that support children and youth 
during out-of-school hours

www.afterschool.org

This website is managed by the Academy for Educational Development, Center for Youth 
Development and Policy Research.  Whether you're interested in planning activities for 
your program, finding funding, or looking for a new curriculum, the PPAS website has just 
what you need!

http://www.resna.org/projects/index.php

The National Assistive Technology Technical Assistance Partnership (NATTAP) provides 
technical assistance to the 56 state and territory assistive technology programs as 
authorized under the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended (P.L. 108-364). Our 
technical assistance is designed to enhance the efforts of the State AT grantees and 
addresses issues raised by States and other entities through a variety of mechanisms.  
NATTAP is a sponsored project of RESNA, the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive 
Technology Society of North America.

Grant Writing Service

PSGA (Pudget Sound Grantwriters Association)

Guide to Grant Writing

Minnesota Council on Foundations

The Logic Model Development Guide, W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation

Review of Grant Writing Companies

Evaluating Grant Writers/Companies

21st Centry Community Learning Centers

Technology and Learning Publication

Searching for grants

Not-For-Profit Grant Writers

Top 10 Grant Writering Tips

94-142 Specail Education Funds (IDEA)

Assistive Technology Programs

Grants listings, 
Information, Searches

After School Programs
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Source Type Website DescriptionName

Federal, State Grant 
Programs

www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/profile.asp?id=593
The Pupil Retention Block Grant (PRBG) combines funding for the programs that target 
pupils who require additional assistance to succeed in school.

 (cont.)
Charter Schools Program http://www.ed.gov/programs/charter/index.h

tml

This program provides financial assistance for the planning, program design, and initial 
implementation of charter schools, and the dissemination of information on charter 
schools. Grants are available, on a competitive basis, to SEAs in states that have charter 
school laws; 

www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelo
pment/programs/

The CDBG program is a flexible program that provides communities with resources to 
address a wide range of unique community development needs.

www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/index.ht
ml

The mission of the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education is to promote academic 
excellence, enhance educational opportunities and equity for all of America's children and 
families, and to improve the quality of teaching and learning by providing leadership, 
technical assistance and financial support.

www.ed.gov/programs/earlyreading/index.h
tml

The program supports the development of early childhood centers of excellence that focus 
on all areas of development, especially on the early language, cognitive, and pre-reading 
skills that prepare children for continued school success and that serve primarily children 
from low-income families.

www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg4.ht
ml

Extra money from states for AYP SAIT providers, I.e., State of California, for Needs 
Improvement Schools

www.ed.gov/programs/mees/index.html
This program is designed to help break the cycle of poverty and improve the literacy of 
participating migrant families by integrating early childhood education, adult literacy or 
adult basic education, and parenting education into a unified family literacy program.

www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/in
dex.html

The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) is dedicated to improving results for 
infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities ages birth through 21 by providing 
leadership and financial support to assist states and local districts.

http://www.ed.gov/programs/whitephysed/in
dex.html

PEP Grants are sources of federal money for initiating, expanding, or improving physical 
education programs (including after-school programs) for kindergarten through 12th grade. 
Funds may be used to provide equipment and support to enable students to participate 
actively in physical education activities. 

www.ed.gov/programs/teachtech/index.html

The Department of Education's Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology (PT3) 
grant program addresses a growing challenge in modern education: nearly all elementary 
and secondary schools are now "wired" to the Internet, but most teachers still feel 
uncomfortable using technology in their teaching.

www.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/index.ht
ml

This program provides assistance to states and districts to establish scientifically based 
reading programs for students enrolled in kindergarten through grade three. SEAs fund 
those proposals that show the most promise for raising student achievement and for 
successful implementation of reading instruction, particularly at the classroom level.

www.dpi.wi.gov/sage/

The objective of the program is to improve student achievement through the 
implementation of four school improvement strategies: class sizes no more than 15:1 in 
grades K-3; increased collaboration between schools and their communities; 
implementation of a rigorous curriculum focusing on academic achievement; and 
improving professional development and staff evaluation practices. 

http://nde.doe.nv.gov/SI.htm Established educational committee and trust fund for educational excellence; $54M in 
grants to schools K-6

www.tea.state.tx.us/technology/

The Educational Technology Unit is responsible for providing leadership in the 
implementation of educational technologies that increase the effectiveness of student 
learning, instructional management, professional development, and administration. 
Technology Allotment - Each school district is entitled to an allotment of $30 for each 
student in average daily attendance or a different amount for any year provided by 
appropriation.

www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/index.html
The purpose of Title I is to ensure that all children have a fair, equal, and significant 
opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on 
challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.

www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg34.h
tml

The goal of the Educational Technology State Formula Grants Program is to support 
improved student academic achievement through the use of technology in elementary and 
secondary schools and to support high-quality professional development focused on 
integrating curriculum and technology to improve instruction

www.opi.mt.gov/EdTech/Index.html

California Dept. of Education

Texas Education Agency

Commnity Development Block Grant (CDBG)

Educational Technology State Grants

ERF (Early Reading First)

EIA (Education Improvement Act)

"No Child Left Behind" grants

Migrant Education Even Start

SB404, State of Nevada

OSERS (Office of Special Education and            
Rehabilitative Services                                            

PEP grant

Title I Part A

Title II, Part D Ð Enhancing Education Through 
Technology

Reading First

SAGE (Student Acheivement Guarantee in 
Education), State of Wisconsin

PT3
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Source Type Website DescriptionName

Federal, State Grant 
Programs  (cont.)

http://www.scholastic.com/administrator/fun
ding/fundingconnection/pdf/Title_III_Summ
ary_0704.pdf

The program goal is to improve the education of limited English proficient (LEP) children 
and youths by helping them learn English and meet challenging state academic content 
and student academic achievement standards.  Formula funds based upon the percentage 
of economically disadvantaged students.

www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg55.h
tml

The purpose of Title IV - Part B is to provide opportunities for communities to establish or 
expand activities in community learning centers.

www.k12.wa.us/TitleVpartA/default.aspx

The Innovative Programs support state and local efforts to implement promising education 
reform programs, provide a continuing source of innovation and educational improvement, 
help meet the educational needs of at-risk and high-need students, and support programs 
to improve school, student, and teacher performance.  It is the only formula program that 
allows recipients to use funds to benefit any and all student populations, in any and all 
schools.

www.ed.gov/fund/landing.jhtml
Overview of grants available through federal government; forecasting of funding 
opportunties

Corporate Grant 
Programs

http://www.bk.com/companyinfo/community.
aspx

The Foundation was created to unite the entire BURGER KING system in a philanthropic 
effort that provides deserving youth with the educational opportunities they need to 
succeed.

http://www.qdi.com/burgerking/BKCommuni
ty htm

Information on community involvement and programs

http://www.cisco.com/web/about/ac48/cash
grants.html

Impact Grant Program

Dollar General http://www.dollargeneral.com/Community/P
ages/GrantPrograms.aspx

Provides funding to assist schools in meeting some of the financial challenges they face in 
implementing new programs or purchasing new equipment, materials or software for their 
school library or literacy program.

www.edutopia.org/foundation/grant.php Foundation is not a grant-making organization but website has resource listing of grants

http://www.chiefsupply.com/grants/le_hamb
urger-helper.asp

A little help with dinner - a little help in your town.  Hambuger Helper wants to help as 
many towns as it can, from small to large projects.  Awards are based on the merit of the 
project, including its impact and support within your community.  Fill out the form to get 
your town's project in the running for up to $15,000 that we're giving away each month. No 
need to reapply. Your project will be considered every month through May 2007 (unless 
you have requested a funding deadline). 

www.hp.com/hpinfo/grants/us/programs/tec
h_teaching/index.html

The HP Technology for Teaching Grant Initiative is designed to support the innovative use 
of mobile technology in K-16 education, and to help identify K-12 public schools and two- 
and four-year colleges and universities that HP might support with future grants.  Based on 
the outcomes of the projects funded through this initiative in 2007, HP may offer some 
grant recipients additional, higher-value grants in 2008.

ING Financial Services (Unsung Heroes Awards)
http://www.ing-
usa.com/us/aboutING/CorporateCitizenship
/Education/INGUnsungHeroes/index.htm

For more than 10 years, and with $2.8 million in awarded grants, ING Unsung Heroes has 
proven to be an A+ program with educators. The programÕs ÒalumniÓ have inspired 
success in the classroom and impacted countless numbers of students.Each year, 100 
educators are selected to receive $2,000 to help fund their innovative class projects. Three 
of those are chosen to receive the top awards of an additional $5,000, $10,000 and 
$25 000

http://www.jcpenneyafterschool.org/ Contributes grants through  Boys & Girls Clubs of America, NYCA of the USA, National 4-
H Council & United Way of America

www.necfoundation.org Grants support a rich variety of organizations and projects. The common denominator is 
technology. 

http://www.sprint.com/citizenship/commitme
nt.html

In addition to geographic targets, Sprint focuses on particular social issues and giving 
categories. Sprint's national partnerships are focused on K-12 public education -- 
particularly character education and safety in our nation's schools -- and diversity. Local 
and regional investments support these areas as well as arts and culture and youth 
development.

http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/pag
e.jsp?contentId=PRD03-001814

A menu of several programs dealing with reading programs; local store grant information 
as well.

http://www.toyota.com/about/our_commitm
ent/philanthropy/education/index.html

Partnerships with national nonprofit organizations include programs that address issues 
such as family literacy, K-12th grade education, technical and higher education as well as 
environmental education.

Burger King

Cisco Corporate

Hamburger Helper (General Mills)

Target

Toyota

NEC Foundation of America

Title V - Part A: Innovative Programs

U.S. Dept. of Education

Title IV - Part B: 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers

Title IIIÑEnglish Language Acquisition

Sprint

George Lucas Educational Foundation

Hewlett-Parkard

JC Penney Afterschool
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Corporate Grant 
Programs (cont.) http://walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/

Community grant program supoprts fundraising activities, matching funds and direct grants 
to 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations or organizations that are exempt from needing 
501(c)(3) status, such as public schools, faith-based institutions such as churches (must 
be conducting a project that benefits the community at large), and government agencies.

www.hewlett.org/grantseekers
Grant making within the Education Program is divided into five priority areas that reflect 
strategically-developed approaches to help improve the quality and equality of education 
in the United States and throughout the world.

Consortinums/  www.cosn.org
Supports ed in technology by providing products & services; launched new website that 
promotes benefits of technology www.k12opentech.org

Associations www.reading.org/association/awards/index.
html

IRA honors educators, authors, and others involved in reading and literacy efforts through 
nearly 40 awards and grants. An overview of each awardÑwith lists of past recipients, 
guidelines, and application forms

http://www.reading.org/association/awards/t
eachers_presidential.html

The Presidential Award for Reading and Technology honors educators in grades KÐ12 who 
are making an outstanding and innovative contribution to the use of technology in reading 
education

www.iteaconnect.org/Awards/awards.htm

FTE (Foundation for Technology Education) awards support programs that will: make our 
children technologically literate; transfer industrial and corporate research into our schools; 
produce models of excellence in technology teaching; create public awareness regarding 
the nature of technology education; and help technology teachers maintain a competitive 
edge in technology.

http://www.rsamuni.com/template.asp?id=7
0

Other equipment purchases that can be financed under a KISTA Type Program - Virtually 
any equipment, included any type of vehicle, computers and technology related 
equipment, virtual libraries, etc.; e.g. Kentucky is currently planning on financing $25 
million of White Board systems for public school systems, using a mix of New Markets Tax 
Credit funds, tax free financings and state funds.  In order to provide a low cost financing 
tool for school districts to pay for their school buses, several superintendents joined 
together to form an organization known as the Kentucky Interlocal School Transportation 
Association or KISTA

http://www.nctm.org/met.aspx?ekmensel=c
580fa7b_8_492_btnlink

The purpose of this grant is to incorporate music into the elementary school classroom to 
help young students learn mathematics. For 2007Ð2008, grants with a maximum of $3,000 
each will be awarded to persons currently teaching mathematics in grades KÐ2 level. This 
award is for individual classroom teachers or small groups of teachers collaborating in one 
grade or across grade levels. Any acquisition of equipment must support the proposed 
plan but not be the primary focus of the grant. Proposals must address the following: the 
combining of mathematics and music; the plan for improving studentsÕ learning of 
mathematics; and the anticipated impact on studentsÕ achievement.

http://www.vskool.org/
SIIA is partnering with education technology organizations in a consortium called VSKOOL 
to coordinate and help provide the much needed services in schools receiving students 
displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Foundations
www.foundationcenter.org/

The Foundation Center is the nation's leading authority on philanthropy, connecting 
nonprofits and the grantmakers supporting them to tools they can use and information they 
can trust. The Center maintains the most comprehensive database on U.S. grantmakers 
and their grants

http://www.richardrileyaward.org/en/Index.as

The American Architectural Foundation, in partnership with KnowledgeWorks 
Foundation, invites you to enter a submission for the Richard Riley Award.  The 
award is named in honor of former U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley, who 
led the way in the 1990's in promoting the concept of schools as centers of 
community.

http://asmcommunity.asminternational.org/p
ortal/site/www/Foundation/

10 $500 grants for k-12 teachers awarded for materials science

www.att.com/gen/corporate-
citizenship?pid=7736

The AT&T Foundation provides grants to organizations and programs that enrich quality of 
life, with an emphasis on improving education by integrating new technologies and 
increasing learning opportunities, advancing community development, addressing vital 
community needs and enhancing unique cultural assets.

SIIA (Software and Information Industry Assn.)

Foundations Search

ASM International foundation

AT&T Foundation

NCTM (National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics)

Wal-Mart

KISTA (Kentucky Interlocal School Transportation 
Association

CoSN (Consortium for School Networking)

ITEA (Int'l Tech. Education Assn.)

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

American Architectural Foundation (AAF) & 
KnowledgeWorks Foundation Ð Richard Riley 
Award

IRA (International Reading Association)
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Foundations (cont.)

www.barbarabushfoundation.com/nga.html

The goal of the national grant program is to develop and expand family literacy efforts 
nationwide, and to support the development of literacy programs that build families of 
readers. A total of approximately $650,000 is awarded each year; no grant exceeds 
$65,000.  Programs can also include additional components such as parent support 
groups, parent involvement, home visits, job training etc.

http://communications.bestbuy.com/commu
nityrelations/our_foundation.asp

Best Buy Children's Foundation supports and strengthens communities by contributing to 
a variety of organizations and programs that foster engaged, fun learning experiences for 
children through the use of interactive technology.   Grants range from $500 to $3M.

www.gatesfoundation.org/forgrantseekers/
Overview of the major areas of giving within the foundationÕs U.S. Program and who may 
be eligible for funding awarding the majority of grants to U.S. 501 (c)(3) organizations and 
other tax-exempt organizations identified by our staff.

http://www.bms.com/sr/foundation/data/inde
x.html

The goal of this coordinated reform effort, closely aligned with National Science Education 
Standards, is to replace traditional textbook instruction with inquiry-centered, hands-on 
teaching and learning of science, in which students practice problem solving, analysis and 
critical thinking by the systematic exploration of scientific concepts. As defined by the 
National Science Resources Center

www.carnegie.org/literacy/index.html
Carnegie Corporation created the ÒAdvancing LiteracyÓ subprogram and charge it with the 
daunting task of advancing literacy by affecting policy, practice and research.

Citigroup Foundation
www.citigroup.com/citigroup/corporate/foun
dation/

The philanthropic arm of Citibank Corp. dedicates approximately 75% of its charitable 
contributions to community development and education programs. The foundation's K-12 
giving focuses on strengthening education in low-income neighborhoods. Its grants 
emphasize the creation of "smarter schools" and "smarter classrooms." The "smarter 
classrooms" initiative supports innovative classroom technologies and successful school-
to-work programs. 

www.deluxe.com/dlxab/deluxe-foundation-
reading.jsp

Reading Is For Life:  The Deluxe foundationÕs educational grants are focused on 
elementary school programs that help students who struggle with reading. The 
foundationÕs program, Reading Is For Life, is limited to the communities where Deluxe has 
facilities. Schools must be able to demonstrate that the grant will be designated for those 
students who struggle with reading

ExxonMobil http://www.exxonmobil.com/Corporate/com
munity_ed.aspx

Education support focuses on improving student learning in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM areas) playing a critical role in efforts in K-12 and 
Higher Education, and improving career opportunities for women and minorities. 
ExxonMobil also supports faculty development with various programs.

Ford Foundation http://www.fordfound.org/
Ford Foundation's mission is to strengthen democractic values, reduce poverty and 
injustice, promote international cooperation and advance human achievement.

www.generalmills.com/corporate/commitme
nt/foundation.aspx

Education Ð supporting efforts that emphasize student academic achievement, particularly 
at the K-12 level. Also supporting at-risk students in selected General Mills communities in 
their pursuit of post-high school education through the General Mills Challenge U 
Scholarship Program.  

http://www.educationfoundation.com/index.
cfm/fuseaction/Schools.Grants

This is a Grant Match Program jointly administered by the Hillsborough Education 
Foundation and the Hillsborough County Public School District.  The program matches 50 
percent of funds by the applying school.  A school is eligible to receive up to $25,000 per 
school year using the match program; 50 percent of the funding comes from the 
District/Foundation held funds and 50 percent from the school raised funds. The total 
amount available in 2006-2007 for schools is $500,000 (includes schools match).

www.corporate.honda.com/america/philant
hropy.aspx?id=ahf

The American Honda Foundation provides grants in the fields of youth education and 
scientific education to the following: Educational institutions, K-12, etc.

www.ibm.com/ibm/ibmgives/
Improving public schools around the world continues to be IBMÕs top social priority. Our 
efforts are focused on preparing the next generation of leaders and workers, as we also 
support community priorities and concerns.

www.intel.com/community/grant.htm

Primary giving focus is education; strong interest in supporting K-12/higher education and 
community programs that deliver the kind of educational opportunities that all students will 
need to prepare themselves to succeed in the 21st century. Intel vigorously supports 
education through grants for programs that advance science, math and technology 
education, particularly for women and underserved populations.

http://www.jameskimtechfound.org/
A non-profit fund that provides San Francisco Public Schools, and the children who attend 
them, with access to emerging technologies

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

James Kim Technology Foundation (JKTF)

Hillsborough Education Foundation (State of 
Florida)

Barbara Bush Foundation

Best Buy Children's Foundation

Carnegie Corporation of New York

Deluxe Foundation

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Intel Foundation

IBM

General Mills

Honda Corporation
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Foundations (cont.)
www.lowes.com/lowes/lkn?action=pg&p=A
boutLowes/Community

LoweÕs Charitable and Educational Foundation (LCEF) has a long and proud history of 
contributing to grassroots community projects. LCEF awards more than $13 million 
annually to diverse organizations and schools across the United States where LoweÕs 
operates stores and distribution centers. The FoundationÕs primary philanthropic focus 
areas include K-12 public schools and non-profit community-based organizations.

www.toolboxforeducation.com/

Launched in partnership with PTO Today, a leading organization serving parent-teacher 
groups, Lowe's Toolbox for Education will provide grants of up to $5,000 for public school 
improvement projects initiated by parents. Up to 1,000 grants nationwide will be awarded 
during the 2005-2006 school year. 

MetLife Foundation
http://www.metlife.com/Applications/Corpor
ate/WPS/CDA/PageGenerator/0,1674,P284
,00.html

MetLife Foundation was established in 1976 by MetLife for the purpose of supporting 
educational, health and civic and cultural organizations.  Our goals are to strengthen 
communities, promote good health and improve education. 

NEA (The) Foundation
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/Stu
dentAchievement_Guidelines.htm

The NEA Foundation provides grants to improve the academic achievement of students in 
U.S. public schools and public higher education institutions in any subject area(s).

http://www.necfoundation.org/programarea/
programarea.htm?program_id=16804

NEC Foundation of America supports programs with national reach and impact in assistive 
technology for people with disabilities. 

www.nmefdn.org/Grantmaking/

The Foundation continues to make substantial, long-term investments in the current 
grantees within our Adult Literacy, Out-of-School Matters!, Minority High Achievement and 
College Prep initiatives. We believe that these long-term investments represent the most 
effective strategy for high-impact grant making.

www.newtechfoundation.org

NTF establishes partnerships at the local, the regional, and the national level, working with 
businesses, foundations, community groups and government and institutional partners. 
The NTHS Network is currently comprised of seven schools in Northern California, and 
one school in each of the following cities: Portland, Oregon; Anchorage, Alaska; Jefferson 
Parish, Louisiana; Mapleton, Colorado; and Chicago, Illinois. Several NTHS Schools will 
be opening for the 2006-2007 school year: four in Los Angeles, six in North Carolina, one 
in Eugene, Oregon and one in Austin, Texas. 

Prudential Foundation http://www.prudential.com/view/page/12373

The Foundation supports initiatives that strengthen public education. Emphasis is placed 
on systemic school reform; improving leadership skills for education stakeholders; 
increasing parental involvement and community engagement; providing opportunities for 
arts education and youth development programs; and ensuring that parents and 
caregivers have the resources needed to support the development of their children.

www.rgkfoundation.org/guidelines.php

RGK Foundation awards grants in the broad areas of Education, Community, and 
Medicine/Health. The Foundation's primary interests within Education include programs 
that focus on formal K-12 education (particularly mathematics, science and reading), 
teacher development, literacy, and higher education.

Staples Foundation for Learning  http://www.staplesfoundation.org/foundappl
ication.html 

The mission of Staples Foundation for Learning is to provide funding to programs that 
support or provide job skills and/or education for all people, with a special emphasis on 
disadvantaged youth.

http://www.aecf.org/OurWork/Education.asp
x

The challenge of helping rebuild distressed communities is at the center of the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation's grant-making plans for the next decade. Working with neighborhoods 
and state and local governments, the Foundation will provide significant grants and other 
forms of assistance to a limited number of sites in a long-term effort to strengthen the 
support services, social networks, physical infrastructure, employment, self-determination, 
and economic vitality of distressed communities

Verizon Foundation http://foundation.verizon.com/

Verizon's mission is to improve education, literacy, family safety and healthcare by 
supporting Verizon's commitment to deliver technology that touches life with philanthropic 
efforts on three overarching areas: Education, Safety and Health, and Volunteerism, where 
technology can make the greatest impact.

www.wkkf.org/Default.aspx?LanguageID=0
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation supports children, families, and communities as they 
strengthen and create conditions that propel vulnerable children to achieve success as 
individuals and as contributors to the larger community and society.

Wallace Foundation
www.wallacefoundation.org/GrantsProgram
s/FocusAreasPrograms/Out-Of-
SchoolLearning/

Improve the quality of out-of-school learning opportunities for children and families and 
promote learning as a core community value.

NEC Foundation of America

New Technology Foundation

RGK Foundation

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Nellie Mae Education Foundation

Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation
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Foundations (cont.)

www.hewlett.org/grantseekers

Grant making within the Education Program is divided into five priority areas that reflect 
strategically-developed approaches to help improve the quality and equality of education 
in the United States and throughout the world.  Letters of inquiry (LOI) typically are 
accepted at any time during the year in the areas of Improving Instruction, California K-12 
Reform, California Community College Reform, and Open Educational Resources.

Community/ Service 
Clubs www.faithbasedcommunityinitiatives.org

FaithBasedCommunityInitiatives.org is a convenient web gateway providing direct links to 
each of 5 federal agencies and their respective grant programs. Also provides direct links 
to Charitable Choice Organization for Faith Groups as well as a List of State Liaisons for 
Faith-Based Initiatives.
Donations from various charitable funds

Eagles (FOE) http://www.foe.com/charities/

Elks http://www.elks.org/enf/FoundationNews.cf
m

Kiwanis www.kiwanis.org

Lions www.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.shtml

PTA/PTO local/community fund-raising efforts, such as auctions, car-washes

Quota Club http://www.quota.org/gtku/atwsf.htm
Rite Care (Clinics/ 
Scottish Rite Masons)

www.scottishrite.org/what/phil/ritecare.html

Rotary http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellows
hip/FundAProject/Pages/ridefault.aspx

Sertoma
http://www.sertoma.org/NETCOMMUNITY/
Page.aspx?pid=190&srcid=-2

Other
Adopt-A-Classroom www.adoptaclassroom.com/

Adopt-A-Classroom invites the community into the classroom.  By adopting a classroom, 
donors form partnerships with specific classrooms providing financial and moral support.  
The result is a meaningful contribution to education in which donors experience the impact 
of their efforts and celebrate in a classroom's success

BigLots! Lots2Give Contest http://www.lots2give.com/ Participate in the contest by entering a short video clip on why your favorite school 
deserves the grand prize of $10,00 in cash

www.donorschoose.org/locale0/about.php

DonorsChoose.org is a simple way to provide students in need with resources that our 
public schools often lack. At this not-for-profit web site, teachers submit project proposals 
for materials or experiences their students need to learn. These ideas become classroom 
reality when concerned individuals, whom we call Citizen Philanthropists, choose projects 
to fund.

Fundraising online
www.escrip.com/ Raising money through online fundraising sites; earn a percentage of purchases by 

registering at no charge for a family of name-brand merchants

www.missionfish.org/ Schools can register free to receive a donated percentage of proceeds from eBay auctions

www.schoolpop.com/moreinfo/pghome/ Schoolpop is a tuition crediting and nontraditional fundraising program with contributions of 
more than $200 million to over 30,000 schools and other nonprofits nationwide.

Applebee's
www.applebees.com

Provides several fundraising options as well as open to discussing new ideas.  Contact the 
General Manager of your neighborhood Applebee's restaurant for more information.

Papa Murphy's
http://www.fortschools.org/mswebs/FBLA/F
undraiser.htm

Papa Murphy's Pizza has a unique Peel-A-Deal fundraising card.  It's a simple, quick and 
effective way to raise money for a good cause.

Baja Fresh http://www.bajafresh.com/fundraising.php

Invite your friends, schoolmates, colleagues and neighbors to enjoy delicious fresh 
Mexican food and lots of fun at your favorite Baja Fresh¨ location.  All you have to do is 
show up, eat, and we will donate 15% of the net proceeds from the event to your 
organization

http://21centuryconnections.com/node/245 50 ways to raise funds for technology submitted by educators - both tried and true and 
unique ideas.
Moving monies between programs; leverage State Improvement Grant Funds; combining 
funds/grants

www.eschoolnews.com/news/showstoryts.c
fm?ArticleID=6511

Article in eSchool News about qualifying schools get vouchers to receive reimbursement 
of software and hardware technologies
State of Washington released $221M in capital construction money to school districts 
around the state

Citizen Philanthropy

New school construction budgets

MiicroSoft Antitrust Settlement

Leveraging federal funds

Fundraising (in general)

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Center for Faith-based and Community Initiatives

Civic Community Groups
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Other (cont.)
www.boxtops4education.com/

The Box Tops for Education program (General Mills) offers schools to earn cash through 
everyday activities such as buying groceries, shopping online and making purchases with 
a credit card.  Each program can generate up to $20,000 per year per school, for a 
maximum of $60,000 per year. 

http://customer.teamtroxell.com/esgrp.htm

Troxell Communications, a supplier of audiovisual equipment to the scholastic market, and 
Hitachi America Ltd., a global electronics company, have partnered to offer cash rebates to 
schools that purchase audiovisual equipment from a comprehensive list of products made 
eligible for the program.

http://www.cartridges4kids.ca/

Cartridges 4 Kids, an environmentally smart fundraising program, is giving away $50 every 
two months to one lucky winner. To enter, participants must return an Easy Return 
Collection Box of qualifying printer cartridges and/or cell phones during the contest period. 
For its fundraising program, up to $10 for empty printer cartridges and up to $25 for cell 
phones is paid. The company estimates that organizations can earn up to $1,500 per year 
by recycling.

http://www.ecophones.com/AboutUs.aspx

Founded in 2001, EcoPhones is a leader in cellular phone, ink jet printer cartridge, laptop / 
notebook computer, iPod, digital camera & digital video camera recycling & fundraising. 
Working with over 30,000 educational, civic and religious organizations throughout the 
United States, EcoPhones is pioneering the large scale collection of electronic waste 
through its innovative EcoPhones Drive¨ concept. By offering a simple, no-cost 
fundraising solution while at the same time safeguarding the environment, EcoPhones is 
truly the Future Of Fundraising¨.

www.FundingFactory.com/

Epson America, in partnership with FundingFactory, allows schools and nonprofits 
nationwide to return ink cartridges for rewards that can boost fundraising efforts and help 
the environment. Educational and nonprofit organizations can earn points by collecting 
Epson ink cartridges for recycling.  Their account is credited with points for every eligible 
cartridge sent in; points can be redeemed for cash and/or equipment.

www.staplesrecyclefored.com/
Staples Inc. will donate $1 to public schools for every eligible ink cartridge they collect. 
Staples program, "Staples Recycle for Education", encourages cartridge recycling at its 
nationwide stores.

http://www.volunteermatch.org/search/org5
4491.jsp

The mission statement is to provide a way to fund raise for school activities, sports teams 
and other related charities, by providing a place where communities can buy, sell and rent 
their goods and services, with the request that a percentage or all of the profits will be 
donated to school booster clubs, foundations and charities.

http://scratchitforschools.org/
Scratch-itsm for Schools is an Oregon Lottery¨ promotional program in which randomly 
selected public schools compete for cash prizes. Since the Scratch-itsm for Schools 
program began in 1996, over $800,000 has been awarded to participating public schools. 

Recycling

Rebates

Scratch-it for Schools (Oregon Lottery)
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Lightspeed Technologies,  Inc.

11509 SW Herman Rd

Tualat in,  OR 97062

800.732.8999

www.l ightspeed-tek.com

MK-KN0470908-0


